Understanding Privacy Rights for ADA Accommodations
And the Sealing of Medical Documents
Overview
Your ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) accommodation requests and related information are protected by privacy rights. This guide explains how your information is handled and your rights to privacy.
Key Privacy Protections
Role of the Reasonable Accommodation Coordinator (RAC)
The RAC is required to:
· Keep your accommodation-related materials confidential
· Maintain secure records of accommodation requests
· Only share necessary information with those who need to implement accommodations
· Not disclose your detailed medical information or specific accommodation requests to others without your permission
What Information Stays Private
· Your medical documentation
· The specific details of your disability
· The reasons for your accommodation requests
· Your accommodation application materials
· Any personal information shared during the interactive process
Administrative vs. Judicial Accommodations
Administrative Accommodations:
· These are NOT made part of the public court file
· Information is kept confidential within the administrative system
· Only shared with those who need to know to implement the accommodation
Judicial Accommodations:
· May need to be shared if they directly affect court proceedings or other parties' rights
· Only shared when required by Rules of Practice
· Even then, only necessary details should be shared, not your full medical history or personal information
Important Privacy Rights
1. Limited Disclosure: 
· Your full accommodation request should not be shared with opposing parties
· Only the final approved accommodations should be communicated when necessary
2. Protection from Discrimination: 
· Your private information should not be used in ways that could lead to discrimination
· The system is designed to prevent your disability information from being used against you
3. Medical Documentation: 
· You do not need to provide medical documentation with your initial request
· If documentation is later needed, it remains confidential
Special Considerations for Trauma Survivors
If you have experienced trauma or abuse within the legal system:
· You can request additional privacy protections
· Your RAC should be particularly careful about information sharing
· The system should prevent re-traumatization through inappropriate information disclosure
Getting Help
If you need assistance or have questions:
· Contact your designated RAC
· The RAC can explain the process and your procedural rights
· While RACs cannot provide legal advice, they can guide you through the accommodation process
Your Right to Object
You have the right to:
· Object to unnecessary sharing of your information
· Request clarification about how your information will be used
· Ask for additional privacy protections if needed
Remember: Your privacy rights are protected by law, and the system is designed to maintain confidentiality while ensuring you receive appropriate accommodations.

