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PARENTAL ALIENATION RESEARCH
AND RESOURCES FOR LEGAL AND
MENTAL HEALTH PRACTITIONERS

Nearly 40% of the Parental Alienation literature has been published since 2016.

Parental Alienation research has moved beyond an early stage of scientific development and has
produced a scientifically trustworthy knowledge base. The current state of Parental Alienation
scholarship meets three criteria of a maturing field of scientific inquiry: an expanding literature,
a shift toward quantitative studies, and a growing body of research that tests theory-generated

hypotheses (Harman et al. 2022).

“In our effort to protect children from physical and sexual abuse, we cannot ignore the hidden
suffering of children who are manipulated to take sides in their parent’s disputes.”

Dr Richard A. Warshak (Author of Divorce Poison)

To read more about Parental Alienation and Alienating tactics,
visit the Eeny Meeny Miney Mo Foundation.
www.emmm.org.au

List compiled by Amanda Sillars (12 DEC 2022)


https://doi.apa.org/doiLanding?doi=10.1037%2Fdev0001404
https://emmm.org.au/parental-alienation
https://emmm.org.au/alienating-tactics

RECOMMENDED BOOKS ON PARENTAL ALIENATION (Science & Law)

J. Haines, M. Matthewson & Judge Marcus Turnball (2020) Understanding and Managing
Parental Alienation. A Guide to Assessment and Intervention. Australia

https://www.routledge.com/Understanding-and-Managing-Parental-Alienation-A-Guide-to-

Assessment-and/Haines-Matthewson-Turnbull/p/book/9780367312947

In Understanding and Managing Parental Alienation: A Guide to Assessment and
Intervention, Janet Haines, Mandy Matthewson and Marcus Turnbull offer a comprehensive
analysis of contemporary understanding of parental alienation. Grounded in recent scientific
advances, this is the first book of its kind providing resources on how to identify parental
alienation and a guide to evidence-based intervention.

Parental alienation is a process in which one parent manipulates their child to negatively
perceive and reject the other parent. Recognising this phenomenon and knowing when to
intervene is often the biggest challenge faced by practitioners and this book provides a
guide to this process. Divided into six parts, it examines what parental alienation is and how
it is caused, how it affects each family member as a mental health concern and form of
violence, and how to assess, identify and intervene successfully from a legal and therapy
standpoint. Taking on a gender-neutral approach, the book is filled with contemporary case
examples from male and female perspectives, cutting-edge research, practitioner-client
dialogues, and practitioners’ reflections to show the difficult realities of parental alienation.

Practical and accessible, this is an essential resource for mental health professionals working
with families experiencing parental alienation, as well as postgraduate students of clinical
psychology, counselling, family therapy, social work, and child and family psychology. This
book will also be of immense interest to family lawyers and mediators due to its
multidisciplinary approach.

D. Lorandos & W. Bernet (2020) Parental Alienation - Science and Law.

(2020) https://www.ccthomas.com/details.cfm?P ISBN13=9780398093242

Parental Alienation — Science and Law explains the research that creates the foundation for
the assessment, identification, and intervention in cases of parental alienation (PA). For
attorneys, judges, and family law professionals, this book explains in detail the scientific
basis for testimony and legal decisions that relate to PA. There are two complementary
features for most of the chapters. First, the chapter authors address how evidence
regarding PA meets the criteria of the Frye, Daubert, and Mohan cases as well as the Federal
Rules of Evidence for testimony by experts. The second feature is to refute common
misinformation. There is debate and disagreement about some aspects of PA theory. The
editors of this book are concerned that some of the discourse regarding PA has spun out of
control, into pervasive misinformation. This book provides plenty of evidence for
overcoming that hurdle. The editors of this book and the chapter authors have extensive
experience with both clinical and legal aspects of divorce, child custody, parenting time
evaluations, PA, and related topics. The editors and chapter authors include six
psychologists, three physicians, two social workers, four attorneys, and one judge.


https://www.routledge.com/Understanding-and-Managing-Parental-Alienation-A-Guide-to-Assessment-and/Haines-Matthewson-Turnbull/p/book/9780367312947
https://www.routledge.com/Understanding-and-Managing-Parental-Alienation-A-Guide-to-Assessment-and/Haines-Matthewson-Turnbull/p/book/9780367312947
https://www.ccthomas.com/details.cfm?P_ISBN13=9780398093242

Collectively, these mental health professionals have testified as expert witnesses hundreds
of times regarding family law topics. As an additional feature, the book contains four
appendices and three indexes. Appendix A defines the concepts used in this book, so that
the chapter authors and readers will use terminology in a consistent manner. Appendix B
lists more than one thousand trial and appellate cases in the U.S. involving PA, organized by
state. Appendix C presents twenty rather dramatic vignettes involving PA. Finally, Appendix
D, “Sample Motion and Brief for Extended Voir Dire,” provides a motion and supporting
brief asking the court to allow extended time to examine the competency of a proposed
expert.

= A.S. Joshi(2021) Litigating Parental Alienation: Evaluating and Presenting an Effective

Case in Court. https://www.americanbar.org/products/inv/book/409061453/

There is no doubt that parental alienation exists and that U.S. courts have acknowledged the
concept, although the theory can sometimes be misused. This practitioner's manual
provides an overview of the concept of parental alienation and explains how to correctly
handle it in court. "Hands-on" practice pointers and sample materials on litigating parental
alienation make this an essential resource for the family lawyer.

= D. McCartan (2022). Parental Alienation: An Evidence-Based Approach. Taylor & Francis
Group.

https://public.ebookcentral.proquest.com/choice/PublicFullRecord.aspx?p=6894000.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of established evidence-based interventions
for the problems inherent in parental alienation. The book focuses on helping families and
ensuring the needs of the child are met. Increasing attention has been given to the subject
of parental alienation in recent years, as divorce rates have increased and more children are
being brought up in the context of ongoing parental conflict, risking significant emotional
harm. Chapters point to the application of numerous evidence-based interventions that are
already available and detail how to identify, assess and intervene effectively with families
where parental alienation has been identified. This text will be of interest to those working
in the family courts, particularly expert witnesses, clinical psychologists, therapists, social
workers, guardians and other legal professionals, in addition to researchers with an interest
in parental alienation.

Post Graduate Certificates in Parental Alienation Studies

= https://parentalalienation.eu/post-graduate-award-in-parental-alienation-studies/

= https://ift-malta.com/courses/

More Resources for Practitioners and Alienated Families

= https://amandasillars.com/blog/f/parental-alienation-resource-list
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